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WEEK 34 – 2012

In hierdie uitgawe...

· Stygings wag op brandstofpryse – September 2012 

· Voedselveiligheidsvereistes vir grondboonprodusente
· Vordering met leweringstempo van mielies
· Enkele plaaslike faktore wat pryse kan beïnvloed

· Kunsmisprysverwagtinge vir September 2012 

· Die beheer van nagmuise

Stygings wag op brandstofpryse – September 2012 
Petru Fourie (ekonoom: Bedryfsdienste, Graan SA)
► Volgens die jongste inligting van die Sentrale Energiefonds, kan die petrolprys op 5 September 2012 met 82 sent per liter en die dieselprys met 56 sent per liter STYG.
Dié verwagte styging is grootliks as gevolg van die olieprys wat vanaf ‘n gemiddeld van $102,49 per vat in Julie tot ‘n gemiddeld van $111,74 per vat in Augustus gestyg het. Die effek van die rand op brandstofpryse is tot op datum gering. 
Voedselveiligheidsvereistes vir grondboonprodusente
Corné Louw (senior ekonoom: Bedryfsdienste, Graan SA)
► Grondboonprodusente is reeds sedert 2005 blootgestel aan voedselveiligheidsvereistes met betrekking tot die verbouing van grondbone. Die Departement van Landbou, Bosbou en Visserye gaan via die PPECB weer hierdie seisoen in erns begin om grondboonproduksie vir voedselveiligheidsdoeleindes op plaasvlak te oudit. 
Daar is sekere voldoeningskriteria en kontrolepunte waaraan produsente moet voldoen en dit kan by die volgende skakel afgelaai word:

http://www.nda.agric.za/doaDev/sideMenu/foodSafety/doc/Checklist%20Prim%20Prod%20on%20farm%20prod%20hand-Rev%203%20August%202011%20final%20-%2011-5-2012.docx
Vordering met leweringstempo van mielies

Petru Fourie (ekonoom: Bedryfsdienste, Graan SA)
► Uit die totale mielielewerings vir week een tot vyftien van die huidige bemarkingsjaar (2012/2013), soos aangedui in Tabel 1, is dit sigbaar dat die stroopproses van die huidige seisoen baie vroeg momentum gekry het en dat lewering tans hoër is as die langtermyngemiddeld. Produsente het vroeg begin stroop as gevolg van die vroeë ryp en droogtetoestande. 

Tesame met die vroeë lewerings is daar tot dusver 9,957 miljoen ton (91,9%) van die geskatte 10,836 miljoen ton mielie-oes gelewer. In die vorige drie bemarkingsjare was daar in dieselfde tydperk onderskeidelik 85,7%, 83,8% en 77,3% van die mielie-oes alreeds gelewer. Dit is duidelik sigbaar dat die mielieleweringstempo dié seisoen heelwat vroeër is in vergelyking met die vorige drie bemarkingsjare se lewerings. Die Nasionale Oesskattingskomitee (NOK) het die sesde mielieproduksieskatting met 218 950 ton vanaf die vyfde produksieskatting verlaag. 

Tabel 1: Totale mielielewerings (ton) vir week 1 tot 15 van die huidige bemarkingsjaar (2012/2013).
	
	2009/2010
	2010/2011
	2011/2012
	2012/2013

	Vroeë lewerings (week 44 tot 52)
	370 000
	254 000
	190 000
	539 000

	Bemarkingseisoenlewerings (week 1 tot 15)
	9 957 000
	10 478 000
	7 817 000
	9 418 087

	Totale lewerings (week 1 tot 15 plus vroeë lewerings)
	10 327 000
	10 732 000
	8 007 000
	9 957 087

	Oesskatting
	12 050 000
	12 815 000
	10 360 000
	10 836 600

	Persentasie
	85,7
	83,8
	77,3
	91,9


Mielielewerings versus oesskatting

As daar na vanjaar se uitstaande tonne gekyk word, kan daar verskeie persepsies ontstaan oor of die oes oor- of onderskat is. Dit is egter hier waar die verskil tussen lewerings en die oesskatting prakties verstaan moet word. Een van die belangrikste faktore wat in ag geneem moet word ten einde produsentelewerings met die oesskatting te vergelyk, is dat fisiese plaasterughoudings (menslike verbruik, dierevoer en saad) nog addisioneel by die produsentelewerings getel moet word. 

Met inagneming van bogenoemde inligting, moet daar onthou word dat 34 weke nog uitstaande is vir mielielewerings tesame met die sowat 400 000 ton wat jaarliks op plase teruggehou word. 

Enkele plaaslike faktore wat pryse kan beïnvloed
Wessels Lemmer (senior ekonoom: Bedryfsdienste, Graan SA)
► Ons neem waar dat die plaaslike mieliepryse sywaarts teen R2 700/ton verhandel, terwyl die uitvoerpariteitsprysvlakke sedert verlede week laer begin neig. Die daling in uitvoerpariteitsprysvlakke kan aan die vorige week se VSA-pryse en ‘n sterker dollar toegeskryf word. 
Pro Farmer se gewasopnames hierdie week kan egter daartoe lei dat VSA mieliepryse weer tot vorige rekordprysvlakke kan styg. Dit is opmerklik dat die plaaslike mieliepryse traag is om die internasionale prysstygings na te volg. Ons plaaslike markdeelnemers staan objektief teenoor die situasie in die VSA. Plaaslike markdeelnemers word nie deur dieselfde emosie as deelnemers oorsee deur die sosiale media (Twitter) oorval nie. Indien die internasionale pryse terugkeer na vorige rekordprysvlakke en hierdie vlakke gehandhaaf word, sal ‘n regstelling in die plaaslik mark uiteindelik nodig wees. 
Daar kan egter ander faktore ook wees wat die plaaslike pryse beïnvloed.
· Plaaslike verbruikersweerstand (beerfaktor)

Die hoë mieliepryse lei daartoe dat verbruikersweerstand die plaaslike kommersiële verbruik van mielies kan begin rantsoeneer. Alhoewel die verwagte afname in die verbruik van mielies vir menslike en voerverbruik nie teen die einde van Julie groot was nie, het Graan SA ‘n totale afname van 70 000 ton of 0,7% geprojekteer. Die jongste SAGIS Maandelikse Bulletin verskyn Donderdag, 23 Augustus 2012, waarna verdere moontlike afnames in die plaaslike verbruik van mielies bekend sal word. Indien die verbruik van mielies skerp sou afneem, beteken dit dat verbruikersweerstand ‘n groter rol kan speel om verdere prysstygings plaaslik te beperk.

· Produsentelewerings vanaf Mei 2012 tot 10 Augustus 2012 (Beerfaktor)

Die oes van mielies het vanjaar vroeër en teen ‘n vinniger tempo afgeskop as die vorige seisoen (Sien Figuur 1). Gevolglik is die produsentelewerings tussen drie tot vier weke vroeër as verlede jaar. Wanneer die produsentelewerings vergelyk word met die oesskatting, moet hierdie aspek in ag geneem word, anders kan die verkeerde indruk gelaat word dat die oes groter kan wees.

Volgens die vorige en sesde oesskatting word verwag dat die oes 10,837 miljoen ton groot is. Die totale produsentelewerings vir Mei tot Februarie het op 10 Augustus reeds 9,418 miljoen ton beloop. Saam met die aanname dat vroeë lewerings 539 000 ton beloop, word die totale lewerings op 9,957 miljoen ton beraam. Gemeet teen die sesde produksieskatting van 10,837 miljoen ton, beteken dit dat die produsentelewerings reeds 91,9% kan beloop. Die verskil tussen die produsentelewerings en die sesde produksieskatting, staan tans op 879 513 ton.
PRODUSENTELEWERINGS VANAF MEI 2011 TOT APRIL 2012

Gedurende die vorige bemarkingsjaar (2011/2012) het die Oesskattingskomitee die oes teen 10,36 miljoen ton geskat. Die werklike SAGIS-lewerings het 9,921 miljoen ton in totaal beloop. Gevolglik was die SAGIS-lewerings as ‘n persentasie van die oesskattingsyfer, 95,8% teen die einde van April 2012. Die verskil tussen die oesskattingsyfer en die SAGIS-leweringsyfer was dus 439 000 ton teen die einde van April 2012. Die 439 000 ton het bestaan uit 319 000 ton (aanpassing vir plaasverbruik en stoor) en ‘n syfer van 120 000 ton uitstaande op die finale oesskatting.

Gemeet teen die vorige jaar is die produsentelewerings vanjaar drie weke vroeër omdat toestande tydens die stroop van mielies nie so nat was as ‘n jaar gelede nie.
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Figuur 1: Produsentelewerings van mielies vir 2012/2013 teenoor 2011/2012.

· Mielie-uitvoere ondersteun pryse (Bulfaktor)

Die witmielie-uitvoere na Meksiko sedert die week van 4 Mei tot 17 Augustus (16 weke van die huidige bemarkingsjaar), beloop reeds 429 375 ton en die verwagting is dat uitvoere teen September kan afneem. Gerugte doen die rondte dat die finale uitvoersyfer na Meksiko ongeveer 600 000 ton kan beloop, maar dit moet bevestig word. 
Mielie-uitvoere na die BLNS-lande beloop tot op datum 137 802 ton en na ander Afrika-lande 16 157 ton. Indien die syfers geprojekteer word behoort BLNS-uitvoere teen die huidige uitvoertempo teen die einde van April 2013 nagenoeg 450 000 ton te beloop. Uitvoere na ander Afrika-lande behoort teen die huidige uitvoertempo ongeveer 50 000 ton te beloop. Geprojekteer met die inligting tot ons beskikking kan verwag word dat die uitvoersyfer teen die einde van April 2013 dus tussen 930 000 ton en 1 100 000 ton kan beloop. Tans beloop die totale uitvoerbare surplus 995 000 ton. Die laasgenoemde uitvoersyfer neem in ag dat die pyplynvoorraad nie negatief beïnvloed word nie. 
Dit is duidelik dat indien die uitvoere na Meksiko meer as 500 000 ton gaan beloop, ons binnelandse pryse vroeg in 2013 goeie prysondersteuning kan geniet. Let egter daarop dat indien weerstoestande dit toelaat, Suid-Amerika na verwagting ‘n rekordoes vanaf Maartmaand kan begin insamel en dat vooruitsigte vir hierdie oes internasionale pryse vroeër onder druk kan begin plaas. 
Gegewe dat Suid-Amerika ‘n uitstekende oes kan realiseer, is die skryf van voorseisoenkontrakte teen die huidige prysvlakke tydig.

Kunsmisprysverwagtinge vir September 2012 
Corné Louw (senior ekonoom: Bedryfsdienste, Graan SA)
· Internasionale ammoniak- en ureumpryse styg
· Fosfaatpryse toon dalings
Internasionale kunsmisprystendense kan met ‘n redelike akkuraatheid gebruik word om veranderings in plaaslike kunsmispryse te voorspel. 
Tabel 1: Verandering van internasionale kunsmispryse vanaf Julie 2012 tot 16 Augustus 2012. 
	Gemiddelde internasionale kunsmispryse (dollarwaarde)

	Kunsmis
	Julie 2012
	16 Augustus 2012
	% verandering

	
	dollar/ton
	dollar/ton
	%

	Ammoniak (Midde-Ooste)
	621
	639
	+2,9%

	Ureum (46) (Oos-Europa)
	411
	428
	+4,1%

	DAP (VSA Golf)
	512
	505
	-1,4%

	Kaliumchloried (CIS)
	471
	473
	+0,4%

	R/$-wisselkoers
	8,231
	8,220
	-0,1%


In Tabel 2 kan gesien word dat die internasionale pryse van ammoniak en ureum met 2,8% en 3,8% onderskeidelik gestyg het. Die prys van DAP het in dieselfde tydperk met 1,5% gedaal, terwyl die kaliumchloriedprys sywaarts beweeg het. Sou hierdie tendens vir die res van Augustusmaand aanhou kan dus verwag word dat stikstofpryse plaaslik in September kan styg, terwyl ‘n daling in fosfaatpryse verwag kan word. 

Tabel 2: Internasionale kunsmisprysbewegings in randterme.
	Gemiddelde internasionale kunsmispryse (randwaarde)

	Kunsmis
	Julie 2012
	16 Augustus 2012
	% verandering

	
	rand/ton
	rand/ton
	%

	Ammoniak (Midde-Ooste)
	5 107
	5 251
	+2,8%

	Ureum (46) (Oos-Europa)
	3 385
	3 514
	+3,8%

	DAP (VSA Golf)
	4 213
	4 151
	-1,5%

	Kaliumchloried (CIS)
	3 875
	3 887
	+0,3%


Historiese kunsmisprysstatistiek

Tabel 3 en 4 dui aan wat met internasionale kunsmispryse in dollar- en in randterme oor ‘n jaartydperk gebeur het. 
Tabel 3: Internasionale kunsmispryse oor ‘n jaartydperk in dollarterme.
	Gemiddelde internasionale kunsmispryse (dollarwaarde)

	Kunsmis
	Julie 2011
	Julie 2012
	% verandering

	
	dollar/ton
	dollar/ton
	%

	Ammoniak (Midde-Ooste)
	500
	621
	+24,2%

	Ureum (46) (Oos-Europa)
	493
	411
	-16,6%

	DAP (VSA Golf)
	654
	512
	-21,7%

	Kaliumchloried (CIS)
	472
	471
	-0,2%

	R/$-wisselkoers
	6,790
	8,231
	+21,2%


Tabel 4: Internasionale kunsmispryse oor ‘n jaartydperk in randterme.
	Gemiddelde internasionale kunsmispryse (randwaarde)

	Kunsmis
	Julie 2011
	Julie 2012
	% verandering

	
	rand/ton
	rand/ton
	%

	Ammoniak (Midde-Ooste)
	3 393
	5 107
	+505%

	Ureum (46) (Oos-Europa)
	3 348
	3 385
	+1,1%

	DAP (VSA Golf)
	4 439
	4 213
	-5,1%

	Kaliumchloried (CIS)
	3 207
	3 875
	+20,8%


Tabel 5: Plaaslike kunsmispryse oor ‘n jaartydperk.
	Gemiddelde plaaslike kunsmispryse

	Kunsmis
	Augustus 2011
	Augustus 2012
	% verandering

	
	rand/ton
	rand/ton
	%

	KAN (28)
	4 797
	4 957
	+3,3%

	Ureum (46)
	6 012
	6 280
	+4,5%

	MAP
	7 437
	8 319
	+11.9%

	Kaliumchloried
	5 986
	7 065
	+18,0%


Uit Tabel 5 wil dit blyk dat plaaslike kunsmisprysveranderinge goed vergelyk met internasionale prysveranderinge. Wat KAN betref lyk dit of die plaaslike mark bevoordeel is, terwyl dit met MAP lyk of die plaaslike mark benadeel is. 
Die beheer van nagmuise
Corné Louw (senior ekonoom: Bedryfsdienste, Graan SA)
► Nagmuise bly ‘n groot probleem en rig jaarliks groot skade aan gewasse aan. Volgens kundiges is dit nou die beste tyd vir somergraanprodusente om nagmuisgetalle op die plaas ‘n knou toe te dien. Dr Gerhard Verdoorn het ‘n geïntegreerde nagmuisbestuursprogram opgestel om te help om nagmuise op ‘n volhoubare wyse te beheer. Sy bestuursprogram en sy kontakbesonderhede kan by die volgende skakel afgelaai word: 
http://www.grainsa.co.za/documents/Griffon%20GIS%20knaagdierbestuur%20vir%20landerye.pdf
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WEEK 34 – 2012

In this issue…
· Increases in fuel prices on the way – September 2012 
· Food safety requirements for groundnut producers
· Progress with delivery tempo of maize
· A few local factors that can affect prices
· Fertiliser price expectations for September 2012 
· The control of gerbils
Increases in fuel prices on the way – September 2012
Petru Fourie (agricultural economist: Inputs and Production, Grain SA)

According to the most recent information from the Central Energy Fund, the petrol price can INCREASE by 82 cents per litre on 5 September 2012, and the diesel price by 56 cents per litre.
This expected increase can mainly be ascribed to the oil price, which increased from an average of $102,49 per barrel in July to an average of $111,74 per barrel in August. The effect of the rand on fuel prices to date is minor. 
Food safety requirements for groundnut producers 

Corné Louw (senior economist: Industry Services, Grain SA)
► Groundnut producers have since 2005 been exposed to food safety requirements with regards to the cultivation of groundnuts. Via the PPECB, the Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries will this season again begin in earnest to audit groundnut production for food safety purposes on farm level.

There are certain compliance criteria and control points that producers need to abide by and this can be downloaded from the following link:

http://www.nda.agric.za/doaDev/sideMenu/foodSafety/doc/Checklist%20Prim%20Prod%20on%20farm%20prod%20hand-Rev%203%20August%202011%20final%20-%2011-5-2012.docx
Progress with delivery tempo of maize 
Petru Fourie (economist: Industry Services, Grain SA)
► By looking at the total maize deliveries for weeks 1 to 15 of the current marketing year (2012/2013), as shown in Table 1, it is obvious that the harvesting process of the current season gained momentum very early and delivery is currently higher than the long-term average. Producers started harvesting early due to the early frost and drought conditions. 

Together with the early deliveries, 9,957 million tons (91,9%) of the estimated 10,836 million tons of the maize crop have so far been delivered. In the previous three marketing years, 85,7%, 83,8% and 77,3% of the maize crop had already been delivered respectively over the same period. It is clear that the maize delivery rate for this season is considerably earlier than for the previous three marketing years. The National Crop Estimates Committee (CEC) reduced the sixth maize production estimate by 218 950 tons from the fifth production estimate. 

Table 1: Total maize deliveries (tons) for weeks 1 to 15 of the current marketing year (2012/2013).

	
	2009/2010
	2010/2011
	2011/2012
	2012/2013

	Early deliveries (weeks 44–52)
	370 000
	254 000
	190 000
	539 000

	Marketing season deliveries (week 1–15)
	9 957 000
	10 478 000
	7 817 000
	9 418 087

	Total deliveries (week 1–15 + early deliveries)
	10 327 000
	10 732 000
	8 007 000
	9 957 087

	Crop estimate
	12 050 000
	12 815 000
	10 360 000
	10 836 600

	Percentage
	85,7
	83,8
	77,3
	91,9


Maize deliveries versus crop estimate

If we look at this year’s outstanding tonnage, various perceptions can develop about whether the crop has been over- or underestimated. However, this is where a practical understanding of the difference between deliveries and the crop estimate is essential. One of the main factors to be taken into account to compare producers’ deliveries with the crop estimate is that physical farm withholdings (human consumption, animal feed and seed) must still be added to the producers’ deliveries. 

When the above information is taken into account, one must remember that 34 weeks of maize deliveries are still outstanding, in addition to the approximately 400 000 tons that are withheld annually on farms. 

A few local factors that can affect prices 
Wessel Lemmer (senior economist: Industry Services, Grain SA)
► We have observed that local maize prices are trading horizontally at R2 700/ton, while export-parity price levels have started dropping since last week. The decline in export-parity price levels can be attributed to the previous week’s prices in the USA and a stronger dollar. 

However, Pro Farmer’s crop surveys this week can lead to US maize prices again rising to previous record levels. It is noteworthy that local maize prices are slow to follow the international price increases. Our local market participants are objective towards the situation in the US. Local market participants do not allow themselves to be affected emotionally by the social media (Twitter) to the same extent as participants overseas. If the international prices return to previous record levels and maintain these levels, a correction will eventually be required in the local market. 
However, there can be other factors that affect the local prices too.
· Local consumer resistance (bear factor)

The high maize prices lead to consumer resistance possibly starting to ration the local commercial use of maize. Although the expected decline in the use of maize for human and feed consumption was not very great at the end of July, Grain SA projected a total decline of 70 000 tons or 0,7%. The most recent SAGIS monthly bulletin appears on Thursday, 23 August 2012, after which further possible reductions in the local consumption of maize will be released. If the consumption of maize were to decline sharply, it means that consumer resistance can play a greater role in limiting further price increases locally.
· Producer deliveries from May 2012 to 10 August 2012 (bear factor)

The harvesting of maize started at a quicker pace this year than in the previous season (see Figure 1). Consequently, the producer deliveries are between three and four weeks earlier than last year. When the producer deliveries are compared to the crop estimate, this aspect must be taken into account, otherwise the incorrect impression could be created that the crop is bigger.
According to the previous and the sixth crop estimate, the crop is expected to be 10,837 million tons. The total producer deliveries for May to February amounted to 9,418 million tons as early as 10 August. Together with the assumption that early deliveries amount to 539 000 tons, the total deliveries are estimated at 9,957 million tons. Measured against the sixth production estimate of 10,837 million tons, this means that the producer deliveries can already amount to 91,9%. The difference between the producer deliveries and the sixth production estimate is currently 879 513 tons.
PRODUCER DELIVERIES FROM MAY 2011 TO APRIL 2012

During the previous marketing year (2011/2012), the Crop Estimates Committee estimated the crop to be 10,36 million tons. The actual SAGIS deliveries amounted to 9,921 million tons in total. Consequently, the SAGIS deliveries as a percentage of the crop estimate figure were 95,8% at the end of April 2012. The difference between the crop estimate figure and the SAGIS delivery figure was therefore 439 000 tons by the end of April 2012. The 439 000 tons comprised 319 000 tons (adjustment for farm use and storage) and a figure of 120 000 tons outstanding on the final crop estimate.

Measured against the previous year’s producer deliveries, this year’s deliveries are three weeks earlier because conditions during the harvest were not as wet as a year ago.
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Figure 1: Producer deliveries of maize for 2012/2013 compared to 2011/2012.

· Maize exports support prices (bull factor)

The white-maize exports to Mexico since the week of 4 May to 17 August (16 weeks of the current marketing year) already amount to 429 375 tons and exports are expected to decline by September. Rumour has it that the final export figure to Mexico could amount to about 600 000 tons, but this will have to be confirmed. 

Maize exports to the BLNS countries to date amount to 137 802 tons and to other African countries to 16 157 tons. If the figures are projected, BLNS exports should amount to 450 000 tons by the end of April 2013 at the current export rate. At the current export rate, exports to other African countries should amount to approximately 50 000 tons. Projections based on the information available to us estimate that the export figure by the end of April 2013 therefore can amount to between 930 000 tons and 1 100 000 tons. Currently the total exportable surplus is 995 000 tons. The latter export figure takes into account that the pipeline supply is not negatively affected. 

It is clear that if the exports to Mexico amount to more than 500 000 tons, our domestic prices could enjoy sound price support early in 2013. However, it should be noted that if weather conditions allow, South America is expected to start harvesting a record crop from March, and that the prospects for this crop can place international prices under pressure at an earlier stage. 

In view of the fact that South America can achieve an outstanding crop, it would be wise to conclude pre-season contracts at the current price levels.
Fertiliser price expectations for September 2012 

Corné Louw (senior economist: Industry Services, Grain SA)
· International ammonia and urea prices rise

· Phosphate prices decline

International trends in fertiliser prices can be used to predict changes in local fertiliser prices relatively accurately. 

Table 1: Changes in international fertiliser prices from July 2012 to 16 August 2012.

	Average international fertiliser prices (dollar value)

	Fertiliser
	July 2012
	16 August 2012
	% change

	
	dollar/ton
	dollar/ton
	%

	Ammonia (Middle East)
	621
	639
	+2,9%

	Urea (46) (Eastern Europe)
	411
	428
	+4,1%

	DAP (USA Gulf)
	512
	505
	-1,4%

	Potassium chloride (CIS)
	471
	473
	+0,4%

	R/$ exchange rate
	8,231
	8,220
	-0,1%


From Table 2 it is clear that the international prices of ammonia and urea increased by 2,8% and 3,8% respectively. The price of DAP declined by 1,5% in the same period, while the price of potassium chloride moved sideways. If this trend were to continue for the rest of August, we can therefore expect local nitrogen prices to rise in September, while a decline in phosphate prices can be expected. 

Table 2: International fertiliser price movements in rand terms.
	Average international fertiliser prices (rand value)

	Fertiliser
	July 2012
	16 August 2012
	% change

	
	rand/ton
	rand/ton
	%

	Ammonia (Middle East)
	5 107
	5 251
	+2,8%

	Urea (46) (Eastern Europe)
	3 385
	3 514
	+3,8%

	DAP (USA Gulf)
	4 213
	4 151
	-1,5%

	Potassium chloride (CIS)
	3 875
	3 887
	+0,3%


Historical fertiliser price statistics

Tables 3 and 4 indicate the movement of international fertiliser prices in dollar and rand terms over a period of a year. 
Table 3: International fertiliser prices over a year period in dollar terms.
	Average international fertiliser prices (dollar value)

	Fertiliser
	July 2011
	July 2012
	% change

	
	dollar/ton
	dollar/ton
	%

	Ammonia (Middle East)
	500
	621
	+24,2%

	Urea (46) (Eastern Europe)
	493
	411
	-16,6%

	DAP (USA Gulf)
	654
	512
	-21,7%

	Potassium chloride (CIS)
	472
	471
	-0,2%

	R/$ exchange rate
	6,790
	8,231
	+21,2%


Table 4: International fertiliser prices over a year period in rand terms.
	Average international fertiliser prices (rand value)

	Fertiliser
	July 2011
	July 2012
	% change

	
	Rand/ton
	Rand/ton
	%

	Ammonia (Middle East)
	3 393
	5 107
	+50,5%

	Urea (46) (Eastern Europe)
	3 348
	3 385
	+1,1%

	DAP (USA Gulf)
	4 439
	4 213
	-5,1%

	Potassium chloride (CIS)
	3 207
	3 875
	+20,8%


Table 5: Local fertiliser prices over a period of a year.

	Average local fertiliser prices

	Fertiliser
	August 2011 
	August 2012 
	% change

	
	Rand/ton
	Rand/ton
	%

	KAN (28)
	4 797
	4 957
	+3,3%

	Urea (46)
	6 012
	6 280
	+4,5%

	MAP
	7 437
	8 319
	+11,9%

	Potassium chloride
	5 986
	7 065
	+18,0%


From Table 5 it shows that local fertiliser price changes compare well with international price changes. As far as KAN is concerned, it seems that the local market has benefited, while in the case of MAP it seems that the local market has been negatively affected. 
The control of gerbils 
Corné Louw (senior economist: Industry Services, Grain SA)
► Gerbils remain a major problem and cause great damage to crops every year. According to experts this is the best time for summer grain producers to control gerbil numbers on their farms. Dr Gerhard Verdoorn has compiled an integrated gerbil management programme to help control gerbils in a sustainable manner. His management programme and contact details can be downloaded via the following link: 

http://www.grainsa.co.za/documents/Griffon%20GIS%20knaagdierbestuur%20vir%20landerye.pdf
